IMPROVING LIFE BY DESIGN
If you thought design was all about expensive lifestyle products, think again. A new exhibition shows a different
and more compassionate side of design.
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An upcoming exhibit in the Redtory displays 24 designs chosen from among the past three selection cycles of the
Denmark-based international design award, INDEX Award. The award is the largest monetary design honour in
the world, distinguishing itself by only rewarding designs that improve the lives of people.
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Under the patronage of HRH The Crown Prince of Denmark and with the tagline “Design to Improve Life”,
INDEX advocates design which offers environmental, social and economically sustainable tools to make the
world a safe and better environment for people. The exhibition is created in cooperation with the Danish ministry
of foreign affairs and marks the first occasion during which finalists and winners from past award cycles will be
exhibited together. It is also the first time that INDEX will present an exhibition before a Chinese public.
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The designs in the exhibit address a wide range of problems, from everyday difficulties in achieving or
maintaining a healthy lifestyle to highly sophisticated responses to serious illness, large-scale catastrophes,
potentially devastating accidents and the effects of climate change.
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Businesses have been quick to catch up on this new trend in design. “This kind of design is not about philanthropy.
It is about business. If something is really needed in the world, there is also a large market for it. Designers are
good at filling this gap with appropriate and economically sustainable products and solutions,” says Kigge Hvid,
CEO of INDEX.
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It is no coincidence that INDEX is a brainchild of Danish thinking. The small Scandinavian country boasts a
sustained history of design, which had its international breakthrough in the 1950s under the label “Danish
Modern”. Unknown to most outsiders, however, these luxury pieces of furniture actually spring from a long
design tradition focused on improving life for people by making highly functional, ergonomic and accessible
design. It was therefore natural that INDEX, when it was established in 2002, should stand as the award for the
new generation of life-improving designs.
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The Royal Danish Consulate General in Guangzhou look forward to your visit to the exhibition and experience of
original Danish design.
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For Index: exhibition in Denmark, please check
http://designtoimprovelife.dk/index.php?option=com_content custom&view=category&id=10:finalists-
2009& Itemid=293&layout=default
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